In 1861, Mary MacKillop went to work in Penola, a small town in South Australia. Here she met a Catholic priest, Father Julian Woods.
Together they opened Australia's first free Catholic school. At that time only the rich could afford schooling.
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As we slowly get back into a more normal school routine, I would once
again like to extend a huge thank you to all parents for the amazing support
you have shown us. I have heard from many staff members who have really
appreciated the way in which you have reached out to them. The P&F have
driven a couple of initiatives to show the appreciation of the community
which has meant a lot to us. I have said all along that good things will come
from this difficult time. The one big positive I have noticed is how our
community has gathered around each other to strengthen our relationships
and support for one another. I believe that we are a closer community from
this experience. With WA moving into Phase 3 of lifting the restrictions,
please note that our Church has reopened on the weekends. I know that
Fr John and Fr Mark would love to see you there. I went to my own parish
on Saturday night and it was fantastic to be back (even with social
distancing measures in place). We are working on resetting new dates for
the First Holy Communion and Confirmation ceremonies which will now be
held next term, assuming we move into Phase 4 by then.
First Reconciliation At the end of last term, the Year 3 students were all
ready to receive the Sacrament of First Reconciliation, only to be told they
could not because of COVID-19. However, the good news is that they can
finally do it on Saturday 20 June. Please keep these students in your
prayers. I know that Mrs Hunt and Mrs Bonny are very relieved to be able
to finally proceed with this beautiful Sacrament.
Reports As you know, the disruption to schools this year has been very
significant with NAPLAN and the Bishops’ RE Literacy tests being
cancelled. The way in which we will report at the end of this semester will
also be modified. The Government authorities have decided that we cannot
report against the usual A, B, C, D and E grades. Instead, your children will
be graded according to ‘Working Towards Expected Level, At Expected
Level and Above Expected Level’. The reports will also look significantly
different for this semester only. Hopefully, the end of year reports will look
more like what you have been used to. As usual, the reports will be
available to all parents on the last Monday of the term which is Monday 29
June. This allows you four days to catch up with the teachers in case you
have any questions.
AOS Over the past weeks, our school has been transitioning onto the AOS
which stands for Administration of Schools. This means that all our office
and finance systems will move onto a new platform. This has been a CEWA
system wide process to migrate all 163 schools onto a common platform.
It has been a massive undertaking which hopefully will streamline a lot of
the compliance and administration processes we must undertake. It is a
huge change and there are likely to be teething problems. I ask for your
patience and understanding over the coming weeks and months as Barb,
Jane and Sue adapt to the new platform. It will have big implications for all
families as you will see soon enough.
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One immediate change is that the student reports will no longer be printed and sent home.
Instead, they will be made available to you online via SEQTA. As this year is a transition year,
we will print reports only for those families who specifically request them. However, from next
year, they will only be available online.
Yours sincerely
Laurie Bechelli

IMPORTANT DATES
Saturday
Monday
Friday
Wednesday

20th June
29th June
3rd July
22nd July

Reconciliation Yr 3 students
Reports go home with students
Term 2 Ends Students
Term 3 Begins Students

If your circumstances have changed and your family are now eligible
for a Family Health Care Card, please contact the office to make an
application for your discount on your school fees.
KINDERGARTEN 2021 ENROLMENT APPLICATIONS
If you have a child born between 1st July 2016 – 30th June 2017, they are due
to attend Kindergarten in 2021. Application forms are available at the office or
online at our website www.mmccps.wa.edu.au
Please return application forms to the school office ASAP.
All sibling applications need to be lodged as enrolment process is now
beginning.
We don’t want you to miss out.

RECONCILIATION
Please keep our Year Three students in your prayers as they
prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first
time on 20th June. May God always guide them and bless them
in their lives.
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HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN RACISM TO YOU CHILDREN?
In an optimistic and perhaps naïve way, I remember teaching my children to ‘treat others as they
would like to be treated’ and that if they showed kindness to others, others would be kind to them. It
wasn’t long before that theory fell flat on its head. As children grow and gain more exposure to people
and experiences in their community, they come to realise that sadly, not everyone is kind and people
are not in fact always treated equally. What a difficult and confusing message for your children to try
to understand!
As people mourn and speak out against George Floyd’s tragic death in the US and Australia, we can
be reminded that we all have a personal responsibility to challenge racist ideologies in our community.
The most significant place to start is within our own hearts, but also with educating our own children
and families. Here are some ideas:
• Keep protecting your children from the media. There are scenes being shown repeatedly that
our children should never have to see.
• Discuss what racism is in child friendly terms. For young children, this might be, ‘Some people
don’t understand that even though we may look different on the outside, our hearts and feelings
are just the same on the inside’ or ‘ It’s never okay to treat other people differently or be mean
to others just because they don’t look the same as us’. For older children, you might explain
that ‘Some people lack the understanding that cultural and racial differences make our society
richer, and that quality relationships aren’t dependent on how we look, or where we are
from.’ Explain that ‘There is no excuse for racism. All people should be treated equally
regardless of where they are born, their culture, or their ethnicity.’’
• Model to your child the value of diversity when you see it in your family, your friendships, and
your work relationships. Call out situations of racism when you see them and discuss these
with your child.
• Make an effort to not describe or refer to other people by their physical features, appearance
or their race.
• Be very honest with yourself and challenge any of your own judgements that you may hold
that could be racist. Sometimes we have preconceived ideas from our own upbringing or
experiences challenge these.
• Teach your child to get to know and value the people that they meet based on their character,
and not to judge or measure them by any other means.
Our Kagan Cooperative Learning model supports children to work together towards common goals
through team building, group cheers, active listening and providing equal opportunities to share ideas.
The group seating arrangements assist children to develop tolerance and acceptance for all their
classmates – even those who might frustrate them at times. These processes of collaborative learning
help nurture students who value and appreciate the diversity and uniqueness of every individual. Let’s
continue together as parents and school staff to build a community of compassionate and kind young
people who will take a stand when they see inequality or injustice!
Lisa Mueller
School Counsellor
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LIBRARY NEWS
Look! Read!
NON-FICTION - Mallee sky by Jodi Toering & Tannya Harricks
The first people of the land call the Mallee “Nowie”. It means sunset country.
When the sun goes down the red heat of the day bleeds into the sky and sets it on fire.
Drought and rain – life under a Mallee Sky.

FICTION – The time travel diaries by Caroline Lawrence
Where past meets present …
Alex’s mission is to go back in time through a portal to 260 AD and
find out all he can.
THERE ARE JUST THREE RULES.
But time travel is no picnic – and there are more ways to die in
Roman London than Alex could have guessed.

SCIENCE
If you have any of the following items could, you please ask your child to take them to the Science
room.
paper towel tubes
tissue boxes
small plastic containers (eg. yoghurt containers)
wire hangers
corks
Barb Stojkovski
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UNIFORM SHOP
The uniform shop is now open to our families to purchase their uniform
requirements.
Tuesday
Morning 8.00am-10.30am
Thursday
Afternoon 2.30pm-4pm
EFTPOS AVAILABLE
Alternatively if you are unable to attend during these times:You can download the form from our website place your order and email back to Julie
mmccps@uc.nellgray.com.au or you can email to admin@mmccps.wa.edu..au with your credit card
details.
You can send her a text message to contact you on 0427 352724 and Julie will return the call.

If any of the items need to be exchanged, please contact Julie first and return to the
school office please do not remove any of the tags or packaging.
Julie
Uniform Shop Manager

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
If you would like to purchase any second hand uniforms, please contact Mrs Anita
Andrews 0412 866588.
If you have any unwanted uniform items, please drop them into the office to be
donated to our shop.
CANTEEN NEWS
Welcome back to some normality in our school life. I am happy to say that the canteen is operating as
usual and it has been reasonably busy. We are implementing very strict cleaning and sanitising
regimes due to COVID, rest assured that everything is clean and safe.
The WA government have developed an online hygiene training course for canteen workers that we
are now in the process of completing, enabling us to be up to date with all the necessary requirements.
The new Semester 1 CANTEEN MENU for 2020 is available on the MMCCPS
website.
The canteen operates on Monday, Wednesday & Friday. To alleviate using money,

Mary MacKillop Catholic Community Primary School has an online
ordering system for Canteen orders. This enables a more efficient and
effective service available to you and your family.
You can visit quickcliq.com.au to register.
Sylvia Iggleden
Canteen Manager
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P&F NEWS
PARENT CATCH UP MORNING TEAS
We know that parents have been missing seeing each other and catching up. To celebrate the easing
of restrictions, the P & F would like to invite all parents and caregivers to a much needed catch up
morning tea. As parents are still not permitted to congregate on school grounds, we have organised
for a coffee van to come to Alta Laguna Park (cnr Summerlakes Pde & Paradise Quays, Ballajura)
around the corner. All hot drinks are on the P & F so we hope to see you there! Please RSVP to
pandf@mmccps.wa.edu.au so that we can cater for everyone. The dates are as follows:
Kindy Parents:
Pre-Primary Parents:
Yrs 1-2 Parents:
Yrs 3-6 Parents:

Monday 15th June 2020
Thursday 18th June 2020
Monday 22nd June 2020
Thursday 25th June 2020

from 8:45am
from 8:30am
from 8:30am
from 8:30am

SILVER COIN CHALLENGE
For a bit of competitive fun between classes, and to raise money for a worthy cause, the P & F are
running a SILVER COIN CHALLENGE for the month of June. Please bring in your loose silver change
and put it in the container in your classroom. Donations are tallied weekly. Congratulations to 3A
who are our leading class for Week 1! They get the honour of displaying the trophy this week. Will
their title be taken by another class next week? Proceeds from this challenge will go to St Vincent De
Paul Ballajura, to help those doing it tough in our local community. Please dig deep and support the
challenge wherever you can.

Mary Mackillop
Silver Coin
Challenge 2020
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DONATIONS
The P & F work tirelessly to friend-raise and fund-raise for our school community. It has been fantastic
to make some donations recently, and to see the enjoyment and educational benefits that the kids get
out of them. At the end of last year, the P & F donated $5,650 towards a variety of resources for the
kids which included K/PP sand toys, Kindy middle room resources, Guillotine paper cutters for the Yr
6’s, Graduation pins and Vestibular swings. Last year’s P & F also committed to supporting the
school’s IT upgrade with a donation of $10,000, which was made earlier this year. I’m sure that all the
kids have benefitted from the new IT system. Last week, the P & F added to the collection of giant
toys in the undercover area with some Polydron XL. It’s great to see the kids already enjoying these
giant building blocks and I’m sure they will be very valuable on rainy days. The feedback from these
donations makes all of the P & F’s countless unseen hours of hard work worthwhile. Thank you for
supporting the P & F so that we can give back to our school community!
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Last week, the staff were all given a gratitude gift donated by the P & F. In addition to this, we tried to
sneakily ask as many parents as possible to send in some words of gratitude for our staff. We were
blown away by the responses and I hear that the staff were as well. I hear a few tears were shed.
Thank you to all the parents who sent these lovely words in. If you missed the very tight deadline, I’m
sure that your child’s teacher would appreciate a kind e-mail or letter, or they can pass on kind words
to other staff. We hope that the staff enjoyed their gifts and that they know that they are valued and
appreciated.
The P & F continue to offer ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS. If you are interested, please visit
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/861g83. Proceeds go back to our school community.
Our NEXT MEETING will be on MONDAY 15th JUNE at 7pm. If you would like an item
raised at a P & F meeting, please let us know. Follow us on Facebook: Mary MacKillop P&F, or send
us an e-mail at pandf@mmccps.wa.edu.au.
Alyce Hofmann-Fritz
P & F President 2020
COMMUNITY NEWS
Trinity College warmly invites you to attend an Open Day for
prospective students on Wednesday, 1 July 2020. Families are
welcome to attend the 9:15am or 4:15pm session. Each session will
include a welcome by the Principal, followed by student led tours of
the College, concluding with light refreshments and a chance to chat
with some of our teaching staff and admissions team. Bookings can
be made at: https://www.trinity.wa.edu.au/enrolments/college-openday/.

