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With the end of the 2019 school year now on our horizon, I am pleased to present the Annual 
Report on behalf of the Mary MacKillop Catholic Community Primary School Board in this, our 
30th year as a School. 

Our students continue to do us proud with their individual, class and year group 
achievements, and should all be very pleased with their commitment and learning successes 
over the course of the year.  These achievements are of course facilitated by our very 
dedicated and caring teaching staff, the ‘engine room’ of our school as you have heard me 
refer to them previously, without whose efforts the academic and personal growth of our 
children would not be possible.  Keeping abreast of all the requirements and ongoing changes 
to the curriculum, whilst also supporting a variety of other school projects and initiatives, as 
well as considering individual student needs, can be very challenging at times, and we are 
extremely grateful for the efforts of our teachers who very often go over-and-above to help 
and nurture our children. 

Our leadership team of Laurie, Loretta and Lisa (the latter of whom we were very pleased to 
welcome into our community this year) have also done a great job in managing our school 
and the wide range of learning, operational and social issues that invariably accompany that 
responsibility.  Collectively they have continued to develop our cooperative learning 
capabilities to ensure that, together with other teaching platforms and methods, our teachers 
are able to draw from a broad knowledge base when guiding our children throughout their 
primary school journey. 

We are however very sad to be losing Loretta at the end of the year after over 15 years with 
our school community, the last 7 as an Assistant Principal, as she embarks on a new challenge 
in 2020.  Mary MacKillop’s loss is very much Padbury Catholic Primary School’s gain and we 
wish Loretta all the very best for the next stage of her career and are extremely grateful for 
everything she has done for our children, our school and our community in her time with us.  
Ms Jacquie Tucker who is currently at St Lawrence Primary School in Balcatta will join us as 
our new Assistant Principal in the New Year and we look forward to welcoming her to our 
school. 

In terms of our grounds, buildings and facilities, it is very pleasing to note that the school has 
continued to make improvements and new capital investments, all whilst continuing to 
manage our financial transition from a 3-stream to a 2-stream school.  Replacements, 
upgrades and additions in respect of key things such as solar panels, carpets, signage, website, 
front verandas, PA system, front fences, mobile phone app and staff toilets, just to name a 
few, clearly highlight the ongoing importance that is placed on providing the best 
environment and tools for the benefit of our students and staff.  Most recently, approvals 
have also been provided to facilitate a complete overhaul of the schools’ IT infrastructure and 
inventory of IT devices (i.e. our ‘ground zero’ IT initiative), as well as the refurbishment of the 
front office and reception areas.  These represent some very significant programs of work 
which have been in discussion for a few years now and it is expected that the benefits of these 
upgrades and works will be available for our students and staff to enjoy early in the New Year. 



I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the key contributions of some other 
members and groups within our broader school community and the role they play in helping 
shape and support our children and school alike.   

We are grateful as always to Father John and his ongoing commitment to our school and 
community and the spiritual guidance that he provides for our children.  This year we were 
also very pleased to welcome Deacon/Father Mark (who was ordained as a priest in August) 
to our parish and into our community.  The link with our church is a very important one for 
our school and we look forward to having Father John and Father Mark on our doorstep and 
continuing to work with us to support our broader school initiatives and activities. 

Our hard-working P&F must also be thanked for their stellar efforts throughout 2019 and the 
key role they play for the school community.  As well as staging some fantastic events, 
including the wonderful family fun night which kicked off our new school year, the P&F have 
made some significant funding contributions to various initiatives (including our new 
community garden and the upcoming IT device overhaul) for which the Board and school alike 
are most grateful.  Thank you also to the many parents and helpers that have contributed 
their time and energies over the year for the benefit of our children by supporting our 
teachers and the multitude of activities that occur throughout the school year.   

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to extend my personal thanks to my fellow Board 
Members who remain so willing to give of their time and energy for the benefit of our children 
and our school. The role of Chairperson is all that more rewarding when you are part of a 
committed, cooperative team who are willing to scrutinise and support different initiatives as 
required, which is very much what we have with our team. 

On behalf of the Mary MacKillop Catholic Community Primary School Board, I’d like to wish 
all of our children, families, teachers, staff and our wider community a very Merry Christmas 
and a safe and prosperous New Year. 

 
 
Albert Ferraloro 
School Board Chairperson 

 
 

2019 School Board 
 

Colin Schotte (Treasurer) - Bryce Parry (Vice Chairperson) - Deanne Wright (Secretary) 
 

Katie Rankin - Kirsty De Longis - Amy Lam - Melissa Carlson (P&F Rep) - Wayne Ehlers (Parish Rep) 


